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MANTON - David Robert Murphy, age 74, of  
Manton, passed away July 23, 2023. 

David Robert Murphy 

Death Notice Obituaries

Obituaries

CADILLAC - Sperry 
Claypool died peace-
fully on July 20, 2023 in 
Munson Medical Center 
in Traverse City after a 
fall injury 
at the age 
of  90. 

He was 
born on October 27, 
1932 in Sylvania, Ohio 
to Harry and Gladys 
Claypool. He lived in St-
urgis and Mt. Clemens, 
Michigan as a child and 
later moved to Cadil-
lac as a junior in High 
School. His big person-
ality allowed him to 
make quick and lifelong 
friendships here.  He 
graduated from Cadillac 
High School in 1950 and 
then served in the Navy 
stationed at San Diego 
then Japan during the 
Korean Conflict. Upon 
discharge he attended 
the University of  Mich-
igan. 

Sperry discovered 
the love of  skiing as an 
adult, and skied almost 
every day that he could 
until age 85. He couldn’t 
understand why every-
one didn’t also want to, 
to the occasional cha-
grin of  his daughters.  
He became a profession-
al ski instructor, made 
so many connections, 
and almost everyone in 
Cadillac and Caberfae 
that met him never for-
got him. He has taught 
many generations of  
Cadillac to ski, as well 
as ski race, and will 
always be remembered 
fondly for this.

Sperry met his wife 
Gertrude Widmayer, 
who was visiting Ca-
dillac from Ann Arbor, 
through skiing, which 
changed everything, 
and they have had a 
wonderful, full life. 
They married on Sep-
tember 4, 1954 in Fran-
cisco, MI.

Sperry had a huge 
personality in a small 
body. He was loved 
by all for his endless 
ability to talk to anyone, 
about anything. He is 
famous in the area for 
“Sperryisms” - advice 
and stories that were 
very special.

Sperry made a career 
at the Michigan Depart-
ment of  Transportation, 
as a civil engineer.  He 
followed that career 
with a second career at 
Keystone Realty, and 
later Coldwell Banker. 

Sperry jumped into 
his passions with both 
feet. He enjoyed ski-
ing, watersports, golf, 
tennis, fishing, hunting, 
and almost anything 

outdoors. He was an 
excellent example to 
everyone.

Sperry is survived 
by his wife of  68 years, 
Gertrude; and three 
daughters: Anne (Ron) 
Wohlford of  Holmes 
Beach, FL, Patricia 
(PK) (Tom) Harrison of  
Boon, and Marie (John) 
Lapinski of  Northville, 
MI; grandchildren, 
Eric Wohlford (Gisela 
Marrero), Lisa Rudolph 
(Devon), Claire, Grace 
and Jack Lapinski, and 
Ashley Kretzchmar 
(Matt); great grandchil-
dren: Benjamin and 
Samuel Wohlford, Cal-
vin Rudolph, and Daniel 
Kretzchmar. 

Sperry was preceded 
in death by his parents 
and two grandchildren, 
Angela and Alex Har-
rison. 

Sperry’s exceptional 
life is now complete. 
He leaves a very large 
legacy of  love, laughter, 
long interesting sto-
ries, and the countless 
people who he helped 
along the way.... many, 
many skiers especially. 
He laughed a lot, talked 
a lot, loved a lot, and oh, 
how, he lived!

There was only one 
Sperry! No last name 
needed. 

Memorial services 
will be held, 11:00 AM, 
Saturday, August 19, 
2023 at the First Congre-
gational Church  UCC, 
200 E. Harris Street, 
Cadillac, MI.  

The family would like 
to thank John Doud, 
minister at the First 
Congregational Church 
UCC for his longstand-
ing spiritual support, 
but especially during 
Sperry’s last week with 
us.  In lieu of  flowers, 
contributions may 
be made to Sperry’s 
longtime church, First 
Congregational Church 
UCC.

An online guest book 
is available at www.
petersonfh.com.

Sperry Burton Claypool 

MANTON - Paul E. 
Conner, of  Manton, 
passed away on Friday, 
July 21, 2023 at his home 
with family by his side. 
He was 70.

Paul was born on 
November 18, 1952 to 
Edward and Shirley 
(Rademacher) Conner 
in Highland Park, Mich-
igan. After graduating 
high school, he went on 
to attend Oakland Com-
munity College. On Oc-
tober 7, 1972, he entered 
into marriage with the 
former Terry L. Hoyt 
in Traverse City, Michi-
gan. Paul dedicated his 
career to serving the 
community working for 
Manton Consolidated 
Schools. In his spare 
time, he enjoyed being 
outside going hunting 
and fishing. Paul was an 
excellent carpenter and 
used his talented skills 
doing carpentry work 
within the community. 
He cherished the time 
spent with his family.

Paul is survived by 
his loving wife, Terry 
Conner; daughters, Me-
gan (Brendan) Meteer 

of  Tampa and Melissa 
Conner (Evan Thomp-
son) of  Mackinaw City; 
grandchildren, Alex-
ander Meteer, Oliver 
Meteer, Beckett Thomp-
son, Grace Thompson 
and Kolton Thompson; 
mother, Shirley Conner; 
brother, David Conner 
of  Walled Lake; several 
nieces and nephews; 
and many other loving 
family and friends.

He was preceded in 
death by his father, 
Edward Conner and a 
brother, Craig Conner.

Cremation has taken 
place and a Memorial 
Luncheon will be held 
at Rollins Church in 
Manton on Wednesday, 
July 26, 2023 at 1 p.m.

Condolences and 
memories may be 
shared online at www.
Hall-Holdship.com.

The family is being 
served by Hall-Holdship 
Funeral Home.

Paul E. Conner 

MARION - Barbara 
Ann David age 53 of  
Marion passed away at 
her home on July 22, 
2023. She was born Oc-
tober 12, 1969 to Terry 
Sr. and Penny (Pettit) 
David in Reed City.

Barb had worked at 
different factories mak-
ing automotive parts. 
She enjoyed taking 
pictures, kayaking, be-
ing near the water, her 
cats and dogs. She was 
the life of  the party and 
was fearless. She was a 
member of  the Marion 
Eagles. 

She is survived by her 
partner; Gina Guchess 
of  Marion, two sons; 
Dustin Smith of  Mari-
on and Jared Smith of  
Cadillac, grandchildren; 
Adrian Smith and Mad-
dy Smith, her mother; 
Penny Simmons of  
Irons, siblings; Terry Jr.  
David of  Cadillac, Carol 
Hamlet of  Evart, Jeff 
(Darci) David of  Grant, 
Chad David of  Cadillac, 
Katie (Ben) Vassar of  
Lake City, step mother; 
Shirley Laycock- Da-
vid of  Cadillac, many 
nieces, nephews, and 

friends, and her special 
dog; Zuri.

She was preceded in 
death by her father; 
Terry David Sr., step fa-
ther; Charlie Simmons, 
and biological mother; 
Connie Johnson.

A Celebration of  Life 
will be held on August 
19, 2023 from 2:00 P.M. 
until 11:00 A.M. at the 
Marion Eagles. The 
Burkholder Family Fu-
neral Home in McBain 
is handling the funer-
al arrangements and 
thoughts and prayers 
may be left at www.bur-
kholderfunerals.com

Barbara Ann David 

MESICK - Paul Mar-
shall of  Mesick passed 
away, July 21, 2023 at 
Munson Medical Center 
in Traverse City, He was 
61.

He was born on March 
7, 1962 in Iowa to Joseph 
and Lois Marshall who 
preceded him in death. 
Paul is survived by his 
wife, Judy and brothers, 
Dan and Don of  Iowa. 

He worked many 
years as an auto techni-
cian, but farming was 
his true love. He was 

currently working for 
Fenner Farms. 

Graveside services 
will be held 1:00 PM, 
Friday, July 28, 2023 
at Antioch Township 
Cemetery in Wexford 
County. 

An online guestbook 
is available at www.
petersonfh.com.

Paul F. Marshall 

CADILLAC - Mary 
Ann Reamer of  Cadillac 
passed away Sunday 
morning, July 23, 2023 
at the Curry House 
Assisted Living in 
Cadillac.  She was 82.  
Mary Ann was born on 
August 9, 1940 in Boon 
to Tony & Mary (Tauch-
er) Zakrajsek.  

Mary Ann was a 
lifelong resident of  
the Cadillac area and 
graduated from Cadil-
lac High School.    On 
July 15, 1967 in Cadillac 
she married Michael 
“Mike” Reamer.  It was 
just a few days after 
graduation that she 
started her career in 
banking working at the 
Cadillac State Bank.  
She was with the bank 
through many name 
changes with her over 
40 years of  service and 
retired as Senior VP of  
the Trust Department.  

A big part of  Mary 
Ann’s life was spent 
volunteering and being 
a member of  the Elks 
Lodge in Cadillac 
where she served as the 
bookkeeper as well as 
in many other offices 
there.  She also was an 
active member of  St. 
Ann Catholic Church in 
Cadillac and for many 
years she managed the 
gift shop for the church.  

Mary Ann was an avid 
reader; she loved her 
cats and enjoyed trips to 
the casino.

Survivors include 
her brother, Anthony 
“Tony” Zakrajsek of  
Orleans, Michigan and 
many nieces and neph-
ews.  In addition to her 
parents she was pre-
ceded in death by her 
husband, Mike on June 
16, 2000.

Private family grave-
side services will be 
held at Mount Carmel 
Cemetery in Cadillac.  
Memorial contributions 
may be made to St. 
Ann Catholic Church 
or to the Elks Lodge 
of  Cadillac.  An online 
guestbook is available 
at www.petersonfh.com

Mary Ann Reamer 

LAKE CITY & PORT-
LAND - Betty Lou 
Stephenson, of  Portland 
and Lake City, passed 
away on Friday, July 21, 
2023 a week after her 
86th birthday. She was 
born July 14, 1937 in 
Eagle the daughter of  
Bruce and Helen (Volk) 
Moyer. Betty with her 
husband, Keith enjoyed 
spending winters in 
Gulf  Shores, AL, she 
loved their time spent 
in Lake City where 
they spent many years 
with family and friends 
at Lake Missaukee. 
She was a member of  
the Red Hat Society in 
Lake City as well as the 
L.C.W.C. (Ladies Club) 
and enjoyed going to 
the casino occasionally. 
Betty enjoyed watch-
ing her children’s and 
grandchildren’s sport-
ing events and was 
an avid Spartan fan. 
Her greatest love was 
her family and will be 
missed by all who knew 
her. She was preceded 
in death by her hus-
band of  nearly 50 years, 
Keith; parents; brother, 
Bill Moyer; step-father, 
Fred Vogt; in-laws, 
Dwight and Grace 
(Vogt) Stephenson.  Sur-
viving are her children, 
Kim Stephenson of  Lan-
sing, Jeff (Marianne) 
Stephenson of  Portland, 

Ron Stephenson of  
Florida, Ken (Cheryl) 
Stephenson of  Portland 
and Kevin (Sheila) Ste-
phenson of  Holt; grand-
children, Erica (Ernie), 
Brian (Elizabeth), Tyler, 
Shelby (Evan); great 
grandchildren, Gra-
ham, Brooklyn, Caden 
and Allie; sister-in-law, 
Jackie Moyer of  Grand 
Ledge; special friends, 
Andi Wilson, Keri Si-
mon and many friends 
in Lake City. The family 
will receive friend 4-7 
p.m., Wednesday, July 
26, 2023 at the Lehman 
Funeral Home, 210 E. 
Bridge St., Portland. 
Private family services 
will be held. For those 
wishing, memorial con-
tributions may be made 
to the North Eagle 
Cemetery Association 
or Sparrow Hospice 
Services in memory of  
Betty. Online condo-
lences may be made at 
www.lehmanfuneral-
homes.com.

Betty Lou (Moyer) 
Stephenson 

Obituaries continue 
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