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ISAAC, 3RD GRADE, HERITAGE CHRISTIAN

BY RICARDO MARTIN
CADILLAC NEWS

LAKE CITY — Lake City 
resident George Higgins has 
developed a lot of  skills in his 
lifetime.

From performing as an ac-
robat with his parents in the 
circus to learning how to fly a 
plane, Higgins seemingly done 
it all. But no matter where his 
journey has taken him, Higgins 
has always found his way back 
to his first passion: firearms.

“I just like guns and I like fix-
ing guns,” Higgins said.

Higgins’ interest in guns be-
gan when he was a teenager. At 
14 years old, he started working 
with his uncle Lloyd Tooley in a 
gun shop in Kalamazoo.

“Mechanical stuff I liked,” Hig-
gins said. “We did a lot of  fishing 
tackle repair, and I repaired a 
whole lot of  fishing reels.”

Before he took his first steps 
towards becoming a gunsmith, 

Higgins helped in the circus. 
Born in 1928 in Grand Rapids, 
Higgins said his parents were 
aerial artists who taught him to 
be an acrobat.

The early part of  Higgins’ life 
was spent trying to survive the 
Great Depression. He said there 
was no food and experienced 
hunger many times.

“We had nothing to eat or 
drink,” Higgins said. “I was dry 
heaving once and my dad said 
go throw up in the stove. There 
was nothing to throw up be-
cause I hadn’t had food for three 
days.”

Coming out of  the Great De-
pression, Higgins would find 
himself  in a boys’ home after be-
ing taken away from his family 
by juvenile authorities. Higgins 
said he was then taken to Bat-
tle Creek by an aunt and uncle 
and started school in the fourth 
school.

From acrobat to gun collector
The journey of a local gunsmith

RICARDO MARTIN | CADILLAC NEWS
George Higgins takes aim with a flintlock rifle. The rifle was used during the American Revolutionary War and American 
Indian Wars.

 
SEE GUNSMIITH ON A2

 

BY RILEY CONNELL
CADILLAC NEWS

CADILLAC — The newly 
formed Friends of  the MacKenzie 
Trail group has received state and 
local funding to continue trail im-
provement and maintenance.

Formerly known as the Ca-
dillac Area Ski Club, the 30 to 
40-member crew has kept its 
eye on the MacKenzie for many 
years. President Sam Hogg said 
his team knew that in order to 
receive grant funding to keep up 
their volunteer work, they had to 
consolidate into an official organi-
zation, and so the Friends of  the 
MacKenzie Trail were born.

Although their name has 
changed, the tasks the group 
completes on a weekly basis have 
not. Some of their maintenance in-
cludes clearing of  dead and fallen 
trees, drainage cleaning and re-
pairs, and building trail structures.

Their most recent project — 
funded in part by National Forest 
System Trail Stewardship Partner 
Funding, and matched by dollars 
from the Cadillac Area Visitors 
Bureau — included a widening of  
the trail to eight feet, removal of  
dead and live trees obstructing the 
trail and the construction of  seven 
new trail routes.

Total funding amounted to 
$10,708, and without it, Hogg said 
those trail improvements made 
by the Friends over the course 
of  2022 may not have happened. 
There are only so many improve-
ments that can be made without 

financial assistance.
Thankfully, Hogg said they’ve 

built strong partnerships with 
other natural resource stewards, 
such as the United States Forest 
Service, Caberfae Ski Resort and 
the Caberfae Ski Club. He said 
these organizations together have 
been able to keep the MacKenzie 
a safe, well-managed and beau-
tiful trail for local and visiting 

recreators; however, the Friends 
are the only group whose sole 
purpose is maintaining the trail 
year-round.

Hogg said every member of  the 
Friends group has made use of  
the MacKenzie, whether it be for 
hiking, biking or cross-country 
skiing. 

Friends of  MacKenzie Trail awarded 
grant funding for improvements

PHOTO COURTESY OF SAM HOGG
Huron Manistee Nation Forest Recreation Specialist Travis Owens planning a 
reroute on the MacKenzie Trail. Local maintenance group, the Friends of the 
MacKenzie Trail recently received grant funding to complete a series of necessary 
trail improvements.

BY RILEY CONNELL
CADILLAC NEWS

CADILLAC — Rexair has made a long-standing tradi-
tion of  donating to community organizations in need for 
the holidays.

When Lt. Greg Bock found out they’d chosen the Cadil-
lac Salvation Army to provide for this year, he was grate-
ful; but he wasn’t expecting the $44,000 that came his way 
just before Christmas.

“It’s an honor to be the recipient of  that,” Bock said. 
“And, to know that it’s been an every season thing; every 
Christmas they do this.”

Donation

SEE TRAIL GRANT ON A5

Rexair donates 
$44K to Cadillac 
Salvation Army

PHOTO COURTESY OF LT. GREG BOCK
From left to right, Rexair Manager of Field Quality Tim Payne, 
Salvation Army Lt. Greg Bock, Lt. Liz Bock and Rexair Shipping 
and Receiving employee Connor Fagerman. Through a combi-
nation of employee donations and company match funds, Rexair 
donated a total of $44,000 to the Cadillac Salvation Army.

SEE REXAIR DONATION ON A3
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CELEBRATION 
OF LIFE

CHANGE OF DATE

LARUE 
JOHNSON

AUGUST 16, 1933-
DECEMBER 29, 2022

CELEBRATION OF LIFE
WILL NOW BE ON

FEBRUARY 4, 2023
AT THE

MARION EAGLES 
BANQUETTE HALL 

FROM 1-5 PM

LEARN MORE:

DON’T JUST
LIVE LIFE…
Hear Hear 
Life Life 
Stream phone calls, 
TV, music and more 
from your smartphone 
to your hearing aid.

Long’s Hearing Care Systems
www.longshearing.com
CADILLAC LOCATION

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-286-1378
1027 N. Mitchell St. • 231-779-0400

Full Military Services Available.
Call For Details!!

Honoring � ose 
Who Have Served.

Proudly 

Contact us today to arrange your free consultation

PETERSON FUNERAL &  

CREMATION SERVICES
205 E. Cass St., Cadillac, Michigan 49601
231-775-3411 • www.petersonfh.com
Ross C. Meyering, Manager/Director 
Megan Meyering-Brinks, Director

2022 Winner
Best 

Funeral Home

Death Notice

Obituaries

MANTON - Barbara 
Jean Anstett, of  Man-
ton, passed away on 
Friday, January 20, 
2023. Barbara was born 
on October 4, 1936, in 
Lowell, Michigan to the 
late John and Catherine 
(Bollock) Geiger. Bar-
bara graduated from 
Belding High School in 
1956. On July 3, 1964, 
in Traverse City, Mich-
igan. She married the 
love of  her life, Richard 
K. Anstett, who preced-
ed her in death in 2017 
after 53 years of  mar-
riage.

Barbara enjoyed 
many occupations 
during her life. She was 
a dental assistant for 
Dr. John C. Mette, DDO, 
a factory worker, a clerk 
for the Michigan Unem-
ployment Agency, and 
of  course her favorite, 
owning and operat-
ing Kelly’s Tavern in 
Manton, Michigan from 
1981 until 1987. She 
cherished the times 
spent with local patrons 
and still enjoyed vis-
iting with them in her 
later years when she 
would see them at local 
restaurants. Barbara 
was a strong, indepen-
dent spitfire of  a lady. 
She enjoyed cooking, 
baking and most of  all, 
her pets.

Barb is survived by 
her children, Rich-
ard (Shani) Anstett II 
of  Manton, Patricia 
(James) Ritezema of  
Greenville, John (Cher-
yl) Granzo of  Belding, 
Jerri Lynn (Terry) 
Totch of  Greenville; 
step-children, Robin 

Anstett of  Sieverville, 
TN, Tina (Joe) Abell 
of  Greenville, Tammy 
(Jeff) Meyer of  Sara-
nac and Steven (Terry) 
Anstett of  Lake City; 
sister-in-law, Gloria 
Geiger of  Belding; nu-
merous grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews and 
many loving friends.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
John and Catherine 
Geiger; her husband, 
Richard Anstett; and 
two brothers, Jerry Gei-
ger and Kenneth Geiger.

Pursuant to Barba-
ra’s wishes, cremation 
has taken place with 
Hall-Holdship Funeral 
Home in Manton. Any-
one wishing to remem-
ber Barbara may make 
a donation to Hospice 
or your local Humane 
Society in her name.

Condolences and 
memories may be 
shared online at www.
Hall-Holdship.com.

The family is being 
served by Hall-Holdship 
Funeral Home.

Barbara Jean (Geiger) Anstett 

MARION - Susan Kay DeHaan, age 69, of  Mari-
on, passed away January 19, 2023. The full obitu-
ary will appear on January 24, 2023. 

Susan Kay DeHaan 
WOLVERINE - Mi-

chael Andrew Jaroche, 
55 of  Wolverine, passed 
away Tuesday, January 
17, 2023 at Medilodge of  
Capitol Area in Lan-
sing.

Born in Petoskey, 
Michigan on February 
23, 1967, he is the son of  
Michael R. and Carol Jo 
(Prokop) Jaroche.

Michael graduated 
from Wolverine High 
School in 1985. During 
his youth he was a 
boxer, played basketball 
and baseball and was 
active in Cheboygan 
County 4-H.

He received an ROTC 
scholarship with the 
help of  then Senator 
Carl Levin and received 
a Bachelor of  Science in 
Environmental Science 
from the University of  
Tennessee at Chatta-
nooga.

Following graduation, 
he was commissioned 
a 2nd lieutenant in the 
United States Army.  He 
had just finished winter 
war training in Alaska 
when he was sent to 
the jungles of  Panama 
as part of  the “mop up 
crew” after the capture 
of  General Manuel 
Noriega and then to the 
desert of  South East 
Asia as part of  Oper-
ation Desert Storm.  
Later he was promoted 
to 1st lieutenant  at 
Fitzsimmons Army 
Medical in Aurora, CO 
following his service 
in Desert Storm.  An 
illness forced his early 
retirement in 1991.

In his youth and again 
later after his military 
service, Michael worked 
in his family’s sawmill, 
Jaroche Brothers, in 
Wolverine.  He attended 
lumber grading school 
in Memphis, TN which 
allowed him to work in 
the business as a lum-
ber grader.  His declin-
ing health forced his 
retirement in 2007.

Michael was a mem-
ber of  the Gaylord 
Seventh Day Adventist 
Church and VFW Post 
#7439 in Indian River, 
where he had been the 
post chaplain.  

He enjoyed hunting 
and traveling with his 
wife, Mary.

He is survived by his 
wife, Mary, whom he 
met on a blind date in 
1998.  They were mar-
ried in Cadillac on May 
19, 2001.

Also surviving are his 
parents, Michael and 
Carol Jaroche of  Wol-
verine; a sister, Paula 
(Matt) Stahlin of  Beld-
ing; brothers, Daniel 
(Ivy) Jaroche of  Lan-
sing and Luke (Lynelle) 
Jaroche of  Hessel; and 
many nieces, nephews, 
great nieces and neph-
ews, aunts, uncles and 
cousins.

Funeral services will 
be held at 1:00 PM Tues-
day, January 24, 2023 
at Gaylord Community 
Funeral Home & Cre-
mation Service where 
visitation will begin at 
11:00 AM.  Burial with 
military honors will be 
at 10:30 AM Wednesday, 
January 25, 2023 at Har-
ing Township Cemetery 
in Cadillac.

Those who wish are 
asked to consider me-
morial contributions 
to VFW Post #7439 in 
Indian River.

Please share your 
memories and personal 
messages with the fami-
ly at www.gaylordfuner-
alhome.com

Michael Andrew Jaroche 
MESICK - Kenneth 

E. Wiseley, of  Mesick, 
passed away on Tues-
day, January 17, 2023 
at Symphony Linden 
Nurs-
ing and 
Rehab 
Center. 
He was 72.

Ken was born on 
August 17, 1950 to Or-
ville and Doris (Scott) 
Wiseley in Pontiac, 
Michigan. He proudly 
answered the call of  
duty serving in the 
United States Army 
during the Vietnam era. 
After serving his time 
in the military, he went 
on to academy police 
training. Ken spent 
his career working as 
a Police Officer serv-
ing the communities 
of  Sylvan Lake Police 
Department, then 
Green Oak Twp. Police 
Department, and finally 
retired from Brighton 
City Police Depart-
ment. On July 6, 1996 he 
entered into marriage 
with the former Terry 
Krager in Sault Ste Ma-
rie, Michigan. The cou-
ple relocated to Mesick, 
where they created a 
wonderful life together, 
making many memories 
spending time at the 
lake. Ken later worked 
as an ordinance officer 
for the city of  Man-
ton. He enjoyed trav-
eling and visiting his 
friends. Ken cherished 
the time spent with 
his grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, he 
will be remembered as a 
wonderful grandpa.

Ken is survived by his 
loving wife of  over 26 
years, Terry L. Wise-
ley; children, Charles 

Wiseley of  Bancroft and 
Michael (Terra) Wiseley 
of  Osseo; step-children, 
James Krager of  How-
ell, Shelly (David) White 
of  Belding, Jennifer 
(Jeffery) Badley of  
Gaines; and Patricia 
Krager of  Brighton; 
10 grandchildren; 5 
great-grandchildren; 
brothers, Allen Wiseley, 
Michael (Roberta) Wise-
ley and Ray (Elia) Snow; 
step-sister, Darlene 
(Jim) Diehl; and many 
other loving family and 
friends.

He was preceded in 
death by father, Orville 
E Wiseley; his mother, 
Doris R. Wiseley- Snow; 
step-father, Charles 
Ernest Real; step-father, 
Robert Snow; and sever-
al aunts and uncles.

Cremation has taken 
place and no services 
will be held at this time, 
per his wishes.

Condolences and 
memories may be 
shared online at www.
Hitesman-Holdship.
com.

The family is be-
ing served by Hites-
man-Holdship Funeral 
Home.

Kenneth E. Wiseley 

 

He added that the trail 
is the only non-motorized 
system in Wexford Coun-
ty, making it ideal for 
those who want to enjoy a 
quiet connection with na-
ture, himself  included.

“I grew up in the area, 
so the Mackenzie was 
always there, and now I 
live right at Caberfae, so 
it’s just a hop, skip and a 
jump from my doorstep,” 
he said. “But there’s al-
ways been a lot of  people 
that are interested in the 
MacKenzie.”

Outside the members 
of  his group who like to 
traverse the MacKenzie, 
Hogg said there are hun-
dreds of  trail users, both 

locals and tourists, who 
recreate there through 
the year, meaning consis-
tent trail upkeep is cru-
cial. Trail maintenance 
can also be an important 
part of  natural resource 
protection and preserva-
tion.

“What trails provide is 
an important connection 
to nature, which is known 
to have health benefits,” 
said U.S. Forest Service 
Recreation Management 
Specialist Travis Owens. 
“But from a natural re-
source perspective, we 
can use trails to help con-
centrate use and direct 
that use to decrease the 
impact to the surround-
ing natural environ-
ment.”

Owens said poorly 
designed trails could 
actually damage natu-
ral resources through 
erosion and invasive spe-
cies spread, so having a 
dedicated group like the 
Friends of  the MacKenzie 
Trail is a great asset to 
the community.

Cadillac Area Visitors 
Bureau Executive Direc-
tor Kathy Morin said the 
bureau was connected to 
Hogg through Caberfae 
Peaks part owner Pete 
Meyer. 

When she heard word 
of  the Friends group’s 
need for matching funds, 
she said the bureau was 
eager to make up the 
difference and support 
a project that so closely 
aligns with the organiza-
tion’s mission.

“We invest in these 
types of  destination de-
velopment projects to 
improve major tourism 

assets because we know 
they create a direct eco-
nomic impact here in 
our community as well 
as providing us more op-
portunities to encourage 
responsible recreation 
and sustainability,” Mo-
rin said.

Hogg said the trails of  
Wexford County are an 
asset, not only for the 
recreation industries 
that benefit from their 
existence, but for the res-
idents and visitors of  the 
region who can use trails 
to bond with their loved 
ones, or get outside for 
exercise. 

As long as there is a 
MacKenzie trail, Hogg 
and his group will con-
tinue to volunteer their 
expertise and services to 
keep it in tip-top shape. 
He said there’s much 
work to be done moving 
forward.

news@cadillacnews.com

Trail grant
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

Obituaries

In Brief
Reports: David Crosby, 
rock star and CSNY 
co-founder, dies

David Crosby, the 
brash rock musician who 
evolved from a baby-faced 
harmony singer with the 
Byrds to a mustachioed 
hippie superstar and an 

ongoing troubadour in 
Crosby, Stills, Nash & 
(sometimes) Young, has 
died at 81, several media 
outlets reported Thursday.

The New York Times 
reported, based on a text 
message from Crosby’s 
sister in law, that the musi-
cian died Wednesday night. 


