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Marlene Mae Liciaga, 78, 
of LeRoy

Haley Miller, 35, of Middle 
Branch Township, Marion

See obituaries on A4

Deaths
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High: 26 Low: 7

High: 26 Low: 15

Watchdog to probe 
Comey’s, FBI’s actions 

before election
In yet another af-

tershock from the 
chaotic presidential 
campaign, the Justice 
Department inspec-
tor general opened an 
investigation Thursday 
into department and 
FBI actions before the 
election, including 
whether FBI Director 
James Comey followed 
established policies in 
the email investigation 
of Hillary Clinton.
See Page A8. 
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Caberfae Peaks wins ‘Best in Snow’ award
Ski resort named among best in America by lift ticket provider Liftopia

BY CHRIS LAMPHERE
CADILLAC NEWS

CADILLAC — Caberfae 
Peaks has been recognized 
as one of  the best resorts 
in America by a company 
that helps outdoor enthu-
siasts purchase lift tickets 
around the country.

Liftopia recognized Cab-
erfae as Beginner Friend-
ly, Most Challenging, Fam-
ily Friendly, Best Snow 
Quality and Best Value 
ski areas in the Midwest, 
winning a 2016-17 Best in 
Snow Award.

“Our staff  works very 
hard year-round to en-

sure our snow conditions 
are the best we can make 
them,” said Tim Meyer, 
general manager of  moun-
tain operations at Caber-
fae.

“When nature brings 
it, we love it, but over the 
years, our snowmaking 
equipment allows us to 
have snow on our hills into 
April, which is our goal 
every year,” Meyer said. 
“We have invested heav-
ily in new snowmaking 
infrastructure, more snow 
machines, more pumping 
capacity, maintaining our 
groomers, installed a new 
triple chairlift and con-

tinue to develop additional 
terrain, but we’re not done 
yet.”

According to the Cadil-
lac Area Visitors Bureau, 
the Best in Snow Awards 
are the pre-eminent rank-
ings of  the best and most 
beloved ski areas in North 
America.

Unlike other rankings, 
this list is the only one 
that incorporates the larg-
est dataset in the industry 
combined with feedback 
from thousands of  skiers 
and snowboarders to de-
termine ski areas they are 
most passionate about.

FOR MORE, TURN TO PAGE A2

 

CADILLAC NEWS FILE PHOTO

Liftopia recognized Caberfae as Beginner Friendly, Most 
Challenging, Family Friendly, Best Snow Quality and Best Value ski 
areas in the Midwest, winning a 2016-17 Best in Snow Award.

Skeptical salon owner avoids utility shutoff scam

 

BY RICK CHARMOLI
CADILLAC NEWS

CADILLAC — Danielle 
Pettengill is willing to take 
a little razzing about nearly 
getting scammed recently 
in order to let people know 
about how it happened. 

Pettengill said her hope 
is everyone who hears her 
story will know the signs 
of  the scam in case they 
ever get the high-pressure 
call from someone trying to 
flimflam them. As the own-
er of  PoSH Salon and Bou-
tique, Pettengill has been 
doing her part by talking 
openly about a recent call 
that almost cost her $900. 

“The guy called the store 
and he said he was from 

Consumers Energy,” she 
said. “He said they were 
sending trucks over to shut 

the power off  to my busi-
ness. So, of  course, I got my 
files and bills. Everything 

was paid, and there were 
no issues.”

Although she knew she 
was paid up, Pettengill said 
the caller was convincing 
and did a good job of  rais-
ing doubt. He also did a 
good job of  not allowing 
her to ask questions and 
get a word in. That, coupled 
with being transferred to 
other people who shared 
the same scenario, started 
to get her frustrated. 

Even then, however, she 
still wasn’t thinking it was 
a scam. 

“He said the only option 
I had was to go to Rite Aid 
to get MoneyPak cards for 
$900,” she said. “He would 
run it into my account and 
call the trucks off.”

She hung up the phone 
and was ready to head out 
to get the cards when she 
started to realize things 
didn’t add up. That is when 
she called Consumers En-
ergy, got the automated 
system and found her ac-
count had a zero balance. 

“I called the sheriff ’s 
department and talked to 
a deputy, and they said a 
similar scam went through 
this area before,” she said. 

The scammer then called 
back. Pettengill answered 
and informed him she 
knew it was a scam and 
thought it was sick what he 
was doing. He eventually 
hung up, and the scam was 
over. 
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Danielle Pettengill, of PoSH Salon and Boutique, said man claiming to represent Consumers Energy was convincing

RICK CHARMOLI | CADILLAC NEWS

PoSH Salon and Boutique owner Danielle Pettengill, right, talks 
with an employee recently at her Haring Township business. 
Recently, Pettengill’s business was targeted by scammers, and she 
is sharing her story to make sure others don’t become victims.
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Last March, Donald Trump visited Cadillac on a campaign tour stop. While Washington D.C. is preparing for the inauguration of President-elect Trump on Jan. 20, the 
entire country also is waiting with bated breath to see what kind of leader Trump will be.

Cadillac News readers share opinions as billionaire businessman prepares to take office
BY RICK CHARMOLI

CADILLAC NEWS

W
hile Washington 
D.C. is preparing for 
the inauguration 
of  President-elect 

Donald Trump on Jan. 20, the en-
tire country also is waiting with 
bated breath to see what his pres-
idency will mean for our nation.

For some, that means excite-

ment, while for others, that 
means dread. Trump will take 
the traditional ride from the 
White House to the Capitol with 
his predecessor before his inau-
guration next week, but he will 
break from some of  the day’s 
other customs, trading tradition-
al celebrity appearances for the 
“soft sensuality” of  the historic 
event.

Tom Barrack, a longtime 

Trump friend serving as his top 
inauguration planner, told re-
porters Tuesday at Trump Tower 
that the president-elect instruct-
ed him to make the swearing-in 
“about the people, not about 
him.”

Regardless of  personal views 
or voting record in the past elec-
tion, the Cadillac News went to 
social media to see what readers 
are hoping Trump achieves as 

he takes office. The following are 
the responses received on Face-
book. 

-
tain the dignity and structure of  
the constitutional amendments 
and laws that protect and secure 
the rights of  all U.S. citizens, re-
gardless of  their faith, national-
ity, race, ethnicity, sexual orienta-
tion, age, and gender.”
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We need  
your photos! 

Send your photos to 
news@cadillacnews.com 

-
ell in downtown Cadil-
lac and watch for your 
pictures on the Com-
munity page. Be sure to 
include your name, ad-
dress, phone number, 

us where you took your 
photos and about the 
interesting people and 
things in them.

Inside


